Central PA Wesleyan Campground & Conference Center 
Annual Association Meeting

August 8, 2009
Report of the President

The Hummels Wharf property was sold on October 30, 2002.  Six days later, November 5, the Willow Lake property was purchased.  In less than two months we will celebrate the completion of six years on this site.  On December 9, 2008 I signed a legal document as President declaring that the name of our Corporation is CENTRAL PA WESLEYAN CAMPGROUND & CONFERENCE CENTER.  Tomorrow God’s Holiness Grove Camp Meeting will be 90 years old.  It is expected that this Camp Meeting will continue to be held every year on our campground unless changed by a vote of the Association.  We are not only the owners of this property, but also the owners of a wonderful history and a rich heritage given to us by God.  This year the Board has taken steps to capture and preserve our past by planning for the development and maintenance of an Archive Center that will consist of six cabins from Hummels Wharf including the original Office.  The Board appointed Debbie Raker to serve as Director of Historical Records and Archives.  Debbie is giving excellent leadership to this effort, and she is faithfully carrying out her responsibilities as Director.
The transition from Hummel’s Wharf to Willow Lake took much time that demanded prayer, perseverance, patience, and planning.  Challenges were great; changes were necessary; conflicts were unavoidable; and conditions/circumstances created concerns.  Nevertheless, the call was clear to move forward regardless.  Commitments were made and courage was exercised.  The journey of transition was successfully completed under the dedicated and skillful leadership of Rev. David Pickett, Rev. Kenneth Lynn, and the Board of Trustees.  To these people we owe a debt of gratitude! 
 The remainder of my report highlights some challenges and changes we face as we move toward our preferred future:
CAMPGROUND MAINTENANCE/DEVELOPMENT
The responsibility for the maintenance of the campground is assigned to our Camp Director, Wayne Wagner.  In addition, Wayne and his wife, Ruth, give oversight to camping and campers.  Their work demands much time and commitment.  It requires many skills and sacrifices.  It is hard work and a never-ending job.  What they do for us on this campground is too often taken for granted.  I express on behalf of the Association our sincere gratitude for their leadership and labor as Camp Director(s), because they are working together and sacrificing as a team.  We appreciate what they do.
Recently passed regulations by the Federal and State Governments forced us to close our swimming pool at the beginning of the 2009 season.  With great effort and resolve by the Camp Development Committee and Wayne Wagner, the pool was brought into compliance with all safety regulations.  After the pool passed inspection, we were authorized to open it again.  Thank the Lord!  It was a big challenge and no small task to accomplish.  Thanks to the committee and Wayne!
Doug Swink, a professional licensed electrician, spent several hours on the campground (June 12) with Wayne and me to check electric meters and our need for more electricity.  He has collected important data for the purpose of giving us proposals in the near future for upgrading and improving our use of electricity.  Thank you, Doug for your timely and professional assistance.

The Board of Trustees recently authorized me to sign a contract with Meck-Tech Incorporated for Land Development Design Services.  The scope of work includes: (1). Boundary Survey, Topographic Survey, and Base Plan Development, and (2). A Land Development Plan.  This plan includes Design, Utilities, Storm Water Management, and NPDES Permit Application.  All this work must be done before we can place our 80’ X 96’ multipurpose building on the campground.  It is our prayer that this will be our final year under the tent!  It is also our hope next year to have model cabins on the campground for you to see.  A special “thank you” to Leonard Meckley and his company for taking the initiative in making some of our dreams a step closer to reality.
MEMBERSHIP

You will soon receive a verbal report from Rev. Paul Sheets, Vice-President, who serves as Chair of the Membership Standing Committee.  He will outline positive changes in our membership structure.  These changes make Association Membership more meaningful as membership is characterized by increased privileges, greater importance, stronger commitment, and necessary opportunities for accountability.  Today you will consider an action item on the agenda that would permit Non-Wesleyans to become members of Central PA Wesleyan Campground & Conference Center Association.  Membership dues will provide income to cover the costs necessary to improve communication between the Association leaders and the members.  I believe what the Board of Trustees has done will make our Association Membership a greater privilege and responsibility.  The Membership Committee is giving oversight to membership structure, policies, and procedures.  The committee is working diligently to keep our membership list relevant, current, and accurate.
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS
Answers to our legal questions are being sought through the counsel of Attorney Samuel C. Totaro, Jr.  On June 18, 2009 we received a copy of the filed Articles of Amendment which now brings the organization into legal compliance so that we can file for a 501 (c) (3) tax exemption. 
 Larry Baney, Bob Simpkins, and I carefully worked our way through 
a nine-page Federal Tax Exemption Application at the request and under the guidance of Attorney Sam Totaro.  It was a time-consuming process.  I met with Larry in Lewisburg 
on March 26 for two hours.  Larry and I met with Bob in Millersburg on April 3 for several hours.  Then we three met with Sam Totaro at his office in Doylestown on the 2nd 
of June to complete the application, including a two-page Conflict of Interest Policy.  Attorney Totaro continues to work on the application and expects to have it approved by the end of this year.  “Thank you” to Larry and Bob for their contribution of extra time and travel and assistance needed to get this done.  I appreciate it.  Sam Totaro will provide legal counsel as we revise our Constitution and By-Laws.
WEBSITE

Hopefully you have taken the opportunity to look at our website.  It was constructed this year by Pam Fetterhoff, Administrative Assistant for the Penn-Jersey District and approved by the Board of Trustees.  The address is centralpawccc.org.  There are ten links that cover all areas of our ministries and camping. The ten links include a Calendar, Camp Leadership, Camping, Directions, History/Archives, Membership, Missions, Newsletter, Upcoming Events, and Contact Information.  The website is an important way for us to communicate with you and to keep you updated on news, programs, events, and activities.  Please let us know if you have any questions.
INVESTMENTS

In recent months Smith Barney joined Morgan Stanley.  Our investment team, the Turnbridge Group, lead by Tim Engle and Brian Fields decided to leave Morgan Stanley Smith Barney and to associate with RBC Wealth Management.  The decision was made after much deliberation and counsel.  There are several valid and important reasons for this choice. Tim and Brian made us aware of the reasons for leaving Morgan Stanley Smith Barney; the positive aspects of association with RBC Wealth Management; and the benefits of the change for those clients served by the Turnbridge Group.  On June 17, 2009 the Executive Committee on behalf of the Board of Trustees voted unanimously to authorize the transfer of our money from Morgan Stanley Smith Barney to RBC Wealth Management and the Turnbridge Group.  We believe it was the right and wise decision to make.  I deeply appreciate Tim and Brian’s willingness to be with us today.  It is my privilege to introduce them to you and to invite both of them to share a few words of greetings with you and to give us a brief report.
ADMINISTRATION

This past year the number of scheduled Board of Trustee Meetings was reduced from six meetings to four.  Next year the Board will meet three times instead of four.  The Board Meetings are scheduled for October 10, 2009, March 13, 2010, and May 22, 2010.  
The Executive Committee meets the evening before Board Meetings and one additional meeting is scheduled for July 10, 2010.  The Executive Committee was expanded to include two members-at-large from the Board.  Those two persons are Jim Poploskie and Rev. Steve Smith.  There will be more frequent meetings of the Standing Committees.  
You can probably tell that we are staying busy and doing very exciting and important work.  I want to recognize those persons serving on Boards and Committees by name.  As your name is called please stand.
CONCLUSION

 “Thank You”, Freda, for your sacrifices as I do the work of President for the Association.  I know these are supposed to be retirement years for us.  But I believe your parents and many of your relatives, who are part of the rich heritage of this camp, would be proud of the direction in which we are headed.  I am grateful for your patience with me as I do what God has given me the opportunity to do in this place.  I want to say thanks personally to all members of the Association for the support of your prayers and finances. May God bless our work, and for all that is accomplished … to Him be the glory!  “For everything comes from him and exists by his power and is intended for his glory.  All glory to him forever! Amen.”  Romans 11:36 (NLT)
Respectfully Submitted,

David D. Babb, Ph.D.

President

