Central PA Wesleyan Campground & Conference Center
NEWSLETTER

August 24, 2009

Dear Members and Friends,

CAMP MEETING IN REVIEW

God’s Holiness Grove Camp Meeting (2009) is now history.  God was with us.  Many people were impacted in positive ways through the message in songs and the preaching of the Word.  “Thank you”, Dr. Earle L. Wilson and Rev. David Green, our evangelistic team, for your outstanding ministry to us.  Every service had record-breaking attendance except the final Sunday evening.  We anticipated an attendance of more than 500 for that service.  However, we were hit by a severe thunderstorm less than an hour before the service.  Heavy rain drenched the campground; strong winds jolted the 80x90 tent, and all electricity was knocked out!  Nevertheless, 386 people gathered for the service, and Dr. Wilson closed the camp meeting with a powerful message.  It was a unique opportunity for worship.  The average attendance for the 12 services was 273 with a high attendance on the first Sunday evening of 423.  In four services we had more than 300 people in each service.  Robin Kratzer, Director of Children’s Ministries, had 34 children registered in her program.  Karen Leininger, Director of Youth Ministries, had 38 teens enrolled in her program.  Those present on the first Sunday morning heard Dr. Wilson preach for the very first time in his ministry a sermon on the topic of “Heaven”.  Camp Meeting next year is scheduled for August 6-15, 2010.  Rev. Steve Wilson (Earle’s son), pastor of the Greeley Wesleyan Church in Colorado, will be the speaker, and Ken Osborne will be the singer.  Plan to join us!

ANNUAL ASSOCIATION BUSINESS MEETING
Our business meeting was held at 1:30 Saturday afternoon on August 8, 2009 with 76 voting members present.  The Association elected Rev. Mike Reece, Mrs. Doris Jodon, and Mr. Bruce Harper to serve as members on the Board of Trustees.  Congratulations on their election.  There are 17 voting members on the Board of Trustees.  The Association also elected Debbie Raker, Marilyn Appel, Terry McCaslin, and Robin Kratzer to serve on the Nominating Committee.  The Board elected Lisa Jo Smith to the office of Secretary for a three-year term.  Other highlights of the meeting included:

· The “Report of the President” that has been posted on our Website (centralpawccc.org)

· The Treasurer’s presentation of the 2009-2010 Operational Budget

· Rev. Paul Sheets presented a report on Membership with updates and changes.

· Important information was shared by Paul Sheets and Leonard Meckley regarding plans for Campground Development.  The Board contracted the Meck-Tech Company for Land Development Design Services.  Those services are being provided as this letter is written.

The Association took action to permit Non-Wesleyans to become members of the Association.  Approval was granted with a 96% favorable vote.  Some guidelines governing this action may be read on our website.  The Board of Trustees is considering changing the dates of our camp meeting from the first week of August to the third or fourth week of July.  The camp meeting will be scheduled for 8 days instead of 10 days.  These changes would go into effect during our camp meeting scheduled for 2011. 

RESIGNATIONS
I have received resignations from Karen Leininger, Director of Youth Ministries, and

Mabel Leininger, Administrator of the Book Nook.  Mabel has been in charge of the Book Nook for 14 years.  In her letter of resignation, she said, “It has been a great pleasure and joy to serve in this capacity.”  The Book Nook was only one of three cabins transferred from the original campground to Willow Lake.  It is a popular place to visit and shop during camp meeting.  Karen has served as Director of Youth for the past four years.  Her leadership has resulted in major growth and development of the youth ministries.  She has contributed much including her skills, time, materials, and equipment.  Karen has served the youth with strong commitment and excellence.  It is with regret and sadness that I accept these resignations.  “Thank you”, Karen and Mabel, for everything you have done for us!  We will miss you in your role of leadership.  God bless you.

TWO FEMA TRAILERS PURCHASED 

The Board of Trustees authorized the purchase of two new FEMA trailers made by Gulf Stream.  They have been delivered to the campground and are located across from the Business Office.  Each 8x30 trailer will sleep up to eight persons and includes heating/air-conditioning, refrigerator, stove with oven, and a shower.  The trailers will be used to house college teams working with our children and youth during camp meeting. They will also be available to be rented during the camping season.

FYI

* There are currently 168 Association Members.

* The Finance Committee, along with Paul Sheets, Steve Smith, and me, will meet with our investment team, The Turnbridge Group lead by Tim Engle and Brian Fields, in Harrisburg on September 10, 2009.

* The next meeting of the Board of Trustees is scheduled for October 10, 2009 at 9 a.m. in the Camp Office.

*Dr. Earle Wilson sold more than 1000 copies of his books during camp meeting.  10 of his sermons preached during camp are available on one CD for $10.  If interested in purchasing one, please contact Lisa Jo Smith, Secretary, at 570.837.3991 after 7 PM or bobnlisajo@gmail.com for more information.

Sincerely,

David D. Babb, Ph.D.

President
